HISTORIC  RECEPTION    IN   MADRAS.                  IO5
nanda come ?' Large numbers of students from the Mofussil, who have come up for the university examinations, are staying here, awaiting the Swami, and increasing their hostelry bills, despite the urgent call of their parents to return home immediately for the holidays. From the nature of the receptions received elsewhere in this Presidency, from the preparations being made here, from the triumphal arches erected at Castle Kernan, where the 'Prophet3 is to be lodged at the cost of the Hindu public, and from the interest taken in the movement by the leading Hindu gentlemen of this city, like the Hon'ble Mr. Justice Subramanya Iyer, there is no doubt that the Swami will have a grand reception. It was Madras that first recognised the superior merits of the Swami and equipped him for his journey to Chicago. Madras will now have again the honour of welcoming the undoubtedly great man who has done so much to raise the prestige of his motherland. Four years ago when the Swami landed here, he was practically an obscure individual. In an unknown bungalow at St. Thome he spent some two months all along holding conversations on religious topics and teaching" and instructing all comers who cared to listen to him. Even- then a few educated young men with a 'keener eye' predicted that there was something in the man, 'a power3 that would lift him above all others, and pre-eminently enable him to be the leader of men. These young men who were then despised as 'misguided enthusiasts,3 "dreamy revivalists', have now the supreme satisfaction of seeing ''their Swami', as they loved to call him, return to them with a great European and American fume. The Mission of the Swami is essentially spiritual.........Whatever differences of opinion followers of other creeds may have with him,.........
few will venture to deny that the Swami bas done yeoman's service to his country in opening the eyes of the Western world to Hhe good in the Hindu3. He will always be remembered as the first Hindu SnnnyAsin who dared to cross the sea to carry to the West the message of what he believes in as a religious peace......"
From the early hours of the morning the city wore the appearance, as if of a huge holy festival, and thousands upon thousands were seen making their way to the Station, many of them carrying flags and flowers, and making demonstrations t)f their joy and triumph. Thus, when the train, conveying the distinguished monk steamed into the Madras Station, the Swami was received with thundering shouts of applause and with an enthusiasm unprecedented in the annals of Madras. After the prelimineries of reception had been gone through, the elaborate procession commenced, the